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PLANNING PAYS 


The American Society of Planning Officials 
has been urged by a number of its members and 
by outside sources to make a study of existing 
examples which show that planning pays and ben- 
efits a community. We have agreed to gather 
the information and, ifit is suitable for pub- 
lication, to publish it. 

This is a matter which should interest 
every member. Planners are often met with the 
questions, "Why should we plan?" or “What is 
planning worth?" The usual answers are, "Of 
course planning is of benefit to the community," 
or "Planning pays." What we need, however, are 
a number of practical examples showing specif- 
ically how planning pays or how it benefits an 
area. Many such examples are known to exist. 

We want to enlist the cooperation of all 
members of the Society in obtaining this infor- 
mation. Won't you send us all known examples 
of the benefits of planning toacity, village, 
county or region? Specific examples, such as 
savings made through a park dedication under 
a plan, or street dedications under subdivi- 
sion regulations, should be particularly in 
point. 











BOSTON PLANNING BOARD 
PREPARING CAPITAL BUDGET 


The Advisory Committee on Public Improvements 
of the City Planning Board of Boston has completed 
an exhaustive analysis of tk; city's finances over 
a period of the last twenty years. The study was 
made possible through a WPA appropriation. The 
information is broken down broadly into Income, 
Debt Structure, Operating Expenses and Capital Ex- 
penses. Each of these categories has been further 
broken down by departments so that the report shows 
a@ complete and concise picture of the city's and 
each department's financial situation. The Com- 
mittee worked with the Auditor's Department, which 
gave it excellent cooperation. The preparation of 
a capital budget will begin very shortly. 

Mr. Frank H. Malley, secretary of the Board, 
advises that they are also collecting factual data 
for a rezoning study. This, too, is being done 
with the assistance of WPA. "The project authorizes 
a correlation of our 1924 and 1936 land use maps 
with the zoning districts showing by blocks and 
census tracts the 'Non-Conforming,' ‘'Conforming,' 
and 'More-Restrictive' parcels of property. Resi- 
dential property is being tabulated by area and 
business property is being tabulated both by area 
and frontage, since we may conceivably wish to re- 
duce our business area and increase our residen- 
tial." 

A tabulation is also being made of new con- 
struction since 1924 from building permits. This 
will show the number of buildings by years and by 
types, with their estimated cost. 
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POPULATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


In a recent memorandum prepared by the Field | 
Office of Region 8, National Resources Planning 
Board, attention is called to some astonishing in- 
formation which apparently has been overlooked by 


ov 
most of the people in the United States. A recent 


study shows that while the total population of the a 
United States increased about 9 million from 1930 inc 
to 1940, the number of persons in the working span cor 
of life, ages 20 to 64, increased 94 million. Al- Fre 


though the whole population gained only about 7 per. go 
cent over 1950, the number of available workers in- Hil 
creased by about 14 per cent. 

Here of course is one of the contributing 
causes of continuing unemployment. "In order to e 
keep the number of unemployed from mounting each Eni 
year, new jobs now have to be provided about twice wh: 
as fast in comparison with population increase as ; 
in previous decades. An economy that expands em- | ge: 
ployment demands at the same rate as population in 
growth is considered highly efficient. But to re- it 
quire that new jobs be created at twice the former fo: 
ratio to population growth is asking too much all to 


at once. Apparently this is what has happened for | th 
the first time to the national economy." ab 
f er 

SUBDIVISION STANDARDS RAISED IN 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY ' ha 
ce 
Since 1950 the San Diego County Planning Con- me 


mission has been checking all subdivisions. The an 
result has been a great improvement in subdivision la 
standards. A survey of lots platted in the county (ip th 
since 1880, made by Lorin W. Deewall, County Plan- ha 
ning Engineer, shows a total of 104,198 lots sub- in 
divided in 539 plats between 1880 and 1931. Of al 
this number 15,270 were an acre or more in size, tr 
representing 14.66 per cent of the total. Of the tk 
lots which varied from 5,000 square feet to .99 

acre there were 35,578. This represented 34.14 j, 
per cent of all lots subdivided. (Lots improved, ; 4} 
however, totaled only 11,0953, or 10.64 per cent.) re 


Since 1930, 47.43 per cent of all lots sub- 
divided have been an acre or more in size, while be 
52.57 per cent ranged between 6,000 square feet o! 
and .99 acre. Nolots under 5,000 square feet were hs 
subdivided in that period. | ow 

* be 
OFF-STREET PARKING IN ST. LOUIS f 
f 

The City Plan Commission of St. Louis is re- ti 
studying its zoning ordinance and proposes, in the | 4 
revised draft, to provide for the off-street park- a 


ing of vehicles. Thereis no such provision in the 
single-family residence district, but in the two- y j 
family and four-family residence districts it is a 
suggested that there be garage space on the basis n 
of one car for each dwelling unit. A one-car gar- h 
age for each two dwelling units will be considered . 
necessary in multiple-dwelling districts. In places | 6 
of public assembly there must be garage space to 
accommodate one motor car for each four seats i 
the main assembly hall. Hotels must provide garage 


d 
] 
space for one automobile for each four guest rooms. { 
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PLANNING OF THE NEW TOWN OF HILL, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Frederick P. Clark, Planning Director 
New Hampshire Planning and Development Commission 





When the federal 
government initiated 
its flood control 
program in 1958, the 
inclusion of a flood 
control project at 
Franklin Falls, N.H., 
doomed the town of 
Hill, a community of 
approximately three 
hundred and fifty 
people. An old New 
England community, 
which received its 
grant in 1753, being 
settled in 1768 and 
incorporated in 1778, 





features and proxim- 
ity to the proposed 
relocation of the 
state highway. The 
town site is mostly 
wooded and includes 
a pond. 

The plan of New 
Hill Village, as the 
people may decide to 
call the development, 
has much of the char- 
acter of the old New 
England village, but 
combines with it ad- 
ditional features of 
| safety and economy 











it was no easy job |, based upon the best 
for the people of the Hosa * —=z=er-| recent experience 
tom te reconcile sr @ "| PROPOSED NEW VILLAGE HILL N-He| ome ictoren 


themselves to the 
abandonment of the homes which had served many gen- 
erations. 

The town includes an area of 16,817 acres ard 
hasa total population of 465 according to the 1930 
census, butagreat majority of the people, the 550 
mentioned above, live in the concentrated village 
which covers only five per cent of the total tow 
land area. There are approximately eighty homes, 
three stores, two gas stations, a garage, a tow 
hall, a school, two churches, two small wood-work- 
ing plants, anda post office. Hill is located 
along State Highway 3A, one of the most heavily 
traveled routes in the state, 26 miles north of 
the state capital at Concord. 

The citizens are not wealthy. The community 
is well-balanced economically. The people derive 
their income from manufacturing, agriculture, rec- 
reation and trade. 

The value of the town property in the area to 
be flooded is approximately $130,000, considered 
on a replacement basis. Included are the town 
hall, school, storehouse, streets, bridges, side- 
walks, two cemeteries and a water system. It will 
be necessary to finance the construction of these 
facilities since it will beaconsiderable time be- 
fore final settlement and payment of cash are ob- 
tained from the federal government. The town's 
credit is such that financing will be possible at 
an extremely low figure. 

The first step of the townspeople was to en- 
list the advisory assistance of the State Planning 
and Development Commission. During the last six 
months, town officials and the state planning staff 
have been making the essential studies and have 
Worked out a town plan which meets the needs and 
desires of the townspeople. 

Several possible sites for the new town were 
discussed but one wasfinally selected approximate- 
ly a half mile to the west of the present communi- 
ty. This site was selected because of topographic 


OF and practice in so 


far as these can be 
secured within the funds available. 

An attractive community should result from a 
street layout which fits its topography better 
than the old, because of the more appropriate lo- 
cation of public buildings and due to removal of 
heavy state highway traffic from residential areas. 
There will also be a better view of the river val- 
ley from the new town site. 

The new business center will be located at the 
junction of the main town street with the new state 
highway. It will not be located on the main high- 
way but ona town street parallel to the main high- 
way. 

Under the New Hampshire law a town cannot use 
public funds to purchase landor to erect structures 
for other than public purposes. Upon recommenda- 
tion of the State Planning Division, a voluntary 
non-profit corporation was formed on January 10, 
1940, and called the Hill Village Improvement As- 
sociation, Inc. The planning committee for the new 
village is composed of the town's three-man board 
of selectmen and nine directors of the corporation. 

The town meeting on March 12, 1940, consid- 
ered what was probably the most far-reaching set of 
propositions ever presented toa New Hampshire 
towm meeting. The meeting unanimously voted to the 
town officials all necessary authority to construct 
the new town and to dispose of the old facilities 
to the federal government. 

The New Hampshire Planning and Development 
Commission believes that if the development of the 
new village is carried out as planned it probably 
will have a considerable influence on community 
planning elsewhere in the state. Already other 
towns and cities are inquiring about the plans for 
the new town, and at least a part of the present 
interest in planning and zoning probably is a re- 
sult of the replanning of Hill since it serves as 
a specific example of what is meant by "community 
planning." 
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WORKSHOPS ON RESOURCES AND EDUCATION 


An enlightened public opinion concerning human 
and natural resources in this country is the goal 
of the Commission on Resources and Education which 
has been set up through the cooperative effort of 
the National Education Association and the Progres- 
Sive Education Association. Working with these two 
educational organizations will be the National Re- 
sources Planning Board and the U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation. 

Asafirst step in the Commission's program to 
work through teachers and educational institutions, 
the Pacific Northwest Resourcesand Education Work- 
shop, under the direction of the Northwest Regional 
Council, will offer instruction at Reed College, 
Portland, from June 17 to July 19, and at the Uni- 
versity of Washington from June 17 to July 17. The 
Commission contemplates the organization of work- 
shops in other regions during the next four years. 

The Pacific Northwest Workshop has as its di- 
rector W. Virgil Smith, Assistant Superintendent 
in charge of Curriculum Research and Instruction, 
Seattle Public Schools. His address is 810 Dexter 
Avenue, Seattle. 

Consultants to the Workshop include, among 
many others, Lewis Mumford; Howard W. Odum of the 
University of North Carolina; B. H. Kizer, chair- 
man of the jiashington State Planning Council; KEd- 
gar M. Draper, professor of education at the Uni- 
versity of Washington; W. F. Ogburn, professor of 
sociology at the University of Chicago; and Kenneth 
O. Warner, director, Northwest Regional Council. 


SUMMER PLANNING COURSE AT HARVARD 


A course in regional planning will be offered 
by the Department of Fine Arts at Harvard Universi- 
ty during July and August. The schedule includes 
the following topics: Nature and Scope of Course; 
General Theory of Regional Planning; the Method of 
Regional Planning; Application of the Method of Re- 
gional Planning to Specific Problems; the Practice 
of Regional Planning as Revealed in the Work of 
Selected Planning Agencies. Course information 
can be obtained from Mr. Oscar Sutermeister at the 
William Hayes Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge, or by 
writing to the Society. 


PROFESSOR HUBBARD OF HARVARD TO RETIRE 


A news release of the Boston Herald of March 
11 states: "Harvard is abandoning technical in- 
struction in regional planning because of insuffi- 
cient funds, it was revealed yesterday in conjunc- 
tion with announcement of the retirement of Prof. 
Henry V. Hubbard, Charles Dyer Norton Professor 
of Regional Planning, chairman of that depart- 
ment." 

A committee has been appointed to investigate 
ways of continuing instruction or research in re- 
gional planning in order to make best use of the 
department's library, which is probably the most 
extensive planning library in the world. Frederic 
A. Delano is chairman of that committee. 
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PUBLIC WORKS OFFICIALS DISCUSS PLANNING 


Seven planners participated in the Western 
Public Works Congress held inLos Angeles, March 14 
to 16. They are Robert W. Hartley, Technical Sec- 
retary of the NRPB Public Works Committee; Roy F. 
Bessey, Counselor of NRPB Region 9 in Portland; 
George F. Yantis, Member of NRPB; William J. Fox, 
Chief Engineer, Los Angeles County Regional Plan- 
ning Commission; Walter Blucher, of ASPO; Huber E, 
Smutz, City Planning Director of Los Angeles; and 
John G. Marr, 
fornia. 

Smutz presented an outstanding paper on Street 
and Off-Street Parking. (We hope to obtain copies 
for distribution to ASPO members.) Marr spoke on 
Building Safety into Streets, and Blucher presented 
a@ paper on Subdivision Development and Control. 

James S. Dean, 
outlined a six-year program of public works con- 
struction for Sacramento. The program is the re- 
sult ofa demonstration project which was made with 
the assistance of the Public Works Committee of 
NRPB. 

The meeting was sponsored by the American Pub- 
lic Works Association and the Leagues of Cities of 
the Western States. 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 


The College of Charleston (S.C.), through the 
cooperation and sponsorship of the South Carolina 
Public Service Authority and the Charleston Indus- 
trial Bureau, will offer a series of courses in 
civic leadership and applied social science at the 
Community Development Institute to be held June 22 
to July 6 in Charleston during the regular summer 
session of the College. 

Frederick H. McDonald, author of How to Pro- 
mote Community and Industrial Development, will 
serve as director of the Institute. For informa- 
tion, address George D. Grice, Director, Summer 
Session, College of Charleston, Charleston, South 
Carolina. 








San Julian Road Ranchers 
Will Keep Out Billboards 


Planning Engineer of Oakland, Cali- _ 


City Manager of Sacramento, . 


Assurance that the San Julian 
road between Lompoc and Las 
Cruces will continue free of bill- 
boards for at least another five 
years was received yesterday at 
the County Planning commission 
in the form of an informal and 
unanimously signed agreement 


The 13 individuals and com- 
panies owning property that 
fronts on the winding, scenic 
road have renewed the agree- 
ment Which was first promoted 
by L. Deming Tilton and which 
expired recently, 


—From "The 





Santa Barbara News-Fress,” 


The agreement is not a con- 
tract, has no legal force, and 


is not a hindrance to clear title 
to property. It is a mutual un 
derstanding, constituting a prom- 


ise that the property owners 
will continue to refuse adver- 
tisers the right to place struc- 


tures On their land on condition 
that other property owners along 
the road do likewise. 


Thus far, it has been fully as 
effective as a stringent law, ac- 
cording to Wallace Penfield, 
planning commission engineer. 


9-24-4086 
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REBUILDING ALBANY AFTER THE TORNADO 


On February 10, 1940, a tornado struck the 
central portion of Albany, Georgia, destroying a 
number of buildings. Mr. Tracy B. Augur of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority was assigned temporarily 
to Albany as an NRPB consultant for the purpose of 
determining what contributions a planner might 
make in the rebuilding of the destroyed section of 
the city. Mr. Augur reports to us as follows: 
"There were no substantial changes in the 
physical plan of the city suggested because of the 
tornado, althoughit appears that the necessary re- 
construction will furnish impetus for real con- 
sideration of the entire city plan. Albany is laid 
out onarectilinear plan with unusually wide down- 
town streets. The tornado cut straight across the 
center of town on a diagonal line, starting at the 
southwest city limits and lifting just after leav- 
ing townon the northeast. It cut a straight swath 
about two miles long and two to three hundred yards 
wide. The only buildings that appeared able to 
withstand its force were modern steel frame struc- 
tures having relatively short spans. The six-story 
Gordon Hotel, directly in the storm's path, was 
badly buffeted but not structurally damaged. On 
the other hand, well constructed store buildings, 
garages and filling stations having unobstructed 
roof spans were completely demolished. The busi- 
ness section was not so completely destroyed that 
it will all have to be built new. There are some 
buildings in practically every block that merely 
need new windows and roof repairs to be put back in 
use. Damage to the court house was sufficient to 
raise the question of a new county building, and a 
study of civic center possibilities was recommended 
to take care of expanding county and city require- 
ments, with three locations suggested for further 
study. Destruction of buildings near the railroad 
station opened possibility of re-establishing street 
circulation which had been blocked in some past 
period by giving up part of the river front street 
to railroad trackage. Storm damage also opened up 





possibilities for interior block parking lots and 
for better pedestrian circulation in the larger 
retail blocks. Beyond that there seemed little 
opportunity or need for change in the basic pattern 
of the downtown section. 

"The most interesting suggestion for rehabili- 
tation was well on its way to execution when I ar- 
rived. This was the adoption of a uniform archi- 
tectural scheme for the rebuilding of the downtown 
area. There is considerable local enthusiasm 
and support for the idea. The city administration 
and the Chamber of Commerce are both behind it and 
there appears to be an excellent opportunity for 
good results. 

"Although the storm either demolished or ren- 
dered uninhabitable some five hundred and sixty 
dwellings, most of them were detached houses on 
ample lots which probably will be rebuilt on pretty 
much the same basic plan... 

"The city of Albany is an unusually attractive 
and progressive community. It is rapidly becoming 
the principal trade center for Southwest Georgia, 
and has a good diversity of manufacturing plants. 
The City Manager told me that there had been a 41 
per cent increase in water meters since 1930, and 
there is other evidence of rapid growth. Popula- 
tion of the city and immediate environs is now es- 
timated at around 23,000. The citizens are on 
their toes, and have perfected a fine organization 
of committees and sub-committees to over-see the 
rebuilding of the damaged areas in a way that will 
permanently benefit the town." 

Mr. Henry T. McIntosh, who is regional chair- 
man for the National Resources Planning Board, and 
a resident of Albany, has been very active in the 
redevelopment program. Among others who have con- 
tributed are Mr. C. F. Palmer, chairman of the At- 
lanta Housing Authority, Mr. Raymond F. Leonard, 


planning technicianof the NRPB, and Mr. John Phil- 
lips, president of the Chamber of Commerce and chair- 
man of the Citizens Committee on City Planning. 
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THOMAS ADAMS 


We regret to announce the recent death of Dr. 
Thomas Adams, well known city planner, who died in 
Sussex, England, at the age of 68, after a short 
illness. Dr. Adams will be remembered as the di- 
rector of the study of the Regional Plan of New 
York from 1923 to 1930. He lectured at Harvard on 
community planning and at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology on civic design, and was responsible 
for many important reports on planning both in this 
country and in Great Britain. 

Mr. Adams founded, and was the first president 
of, the British Town Planning Institute, and was a 
member of the American Institute of Planners. 


PERSONALS 


At a recent meeting of planning commissions 
in San Diego County a new organization was formed 
called the Planning Commissioners of San Diego Coun- 
ty Association. The president is Major T. C. Mac- 
aulay, manager of the Chamber of Commerce of San 
Diego and chairman of the County Planning Commis- 
sion. Fred J. Thatcher was elected vice-president, 
and Clayton Neale, secretary. 





Miles L. Colean, assistant administrator of 
the Federal Housing Administration, has resigned to 


become research director in charge of e housing 
study which the Twentieth Century Fund is under- 
taking. The project is designed to "picture the 
extent of the need and demand for housing... 


and analyze the various obstacles standing in the 
way of fulfillment of the need... ." 





At the annual meeting of the New York Federa- 
tion of Official Planning Boards, held in Albany on 
February 23, J. Franklin Bonner of lionroe County 
was re-elected president, and Tom Mackesey was re- 
elected secretary-treasurer. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Twent y-Second Annual Report of the City Plan Com- 
mission, Saint Louis, Missourt, 1938-19329: Harland 
Bartholomew, Engineer; Tom Gilmartin, Secretary. 
5lpp.mimeo. (WPA surveys of land use and recrea- 
tion were supervised, widening and extensions of 
several streets approved. Land-use studies reveal 
slight changes in a few classifications, none in 
most, between 1935 and 1939. 

Nine zoning amendments, embracing one million 
square feet, were passed during the year, all 
changes to a lower classification.) 








Progress Report - Activities for the Year 19329, 
Town of Brookhaven Planning Board (Patchogue, New 
York): John M. Muddeman, Consultant. lJipp.mimeo. 
(Considerable activity of the Board is reported 
with emphasis on zoning, subdivision platting, map- 
ping and certain miscellaneous duties such as prep- 
aration of plans for park improvements, traffic 
circle, me 
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WASHINGTON NEWS LETTER 
Richard E. Saunders, Correspondent 


NRPB Approved: Restoration of funds for the Na- 
tional Resources Planning Board was approved by 
the Senate in passing the Independent Offices Ap- 
propriation Bill, and this action has now been ap- 
proved ty the conference committee appointed to ad- 
just differences in the House and Senate versions. 
The only chance for adverse action wouldbe for the 
House to refuse to accept the action of its confer- 
ees in respect to the reinstatement of the iten. 





Originally, an appropriation of $1,060,000 had been . 


sought. This was disallowed by the House Committee 
on the ground that the NRPB had no legislative au- 
thority for its existence but had merely been set 
up by administrative order and carried on with 
emergency funds. The Senate Committee became con- 
vinced, however, that sufficient authority to carry 
on the activities of the agency had been granted 
by Congress in passing the National Employment 
Stabilization Act in 1932. By using the power ex- 
tended him under the Reorganization Act, the Presi- 


dent had transferred the functions of the Stabili- | 


zation Board to the NRPB, so it was possible for 
the Senate Committee to take the view that there 
had been a proper inheritance of legislative au- 
thority. The Senate Committee therefore provided 


oe 


an appropriation to carry on the work but reduced | 


the amount to $710,000. Subsequently an amendment 
was adopted on the floorof the Senate for the pur- 
pose of making sure that the NRPB did not acquire 
any greater powers than had been given to the old 
Stabilization Board. The understanding is that 
this amendment, which also cleared the conference 
committee, will not prove unduly restrictive of the 
major activities of the agency. 


Airport Program: 
introduced by Senator McCarran, 
the recommendations of the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority. Differing in several important respects 
from the previous McCarran bill, this measure re- 
quires local contributions to projects under the 
proposed program and establishes a distribution 
formula. The federal government would make grants 
equal to 80 per cent of the cost of eligible pro- 
jects and the balance would be raised by state and 
local agencies, except where the Secretary of War 
or the Secretary of the Navy should hold the work 
to be necessary for national defense. In any event, 
federal funds would be confined to work on landing 
areas and installationof air navigacion faci ‘ities. 
They could not be used for purchase of land or con- 
struction of buildings. Projects could be sponsored 
either by a state agency or by a political sub- 
division, but the state agency sould have to re- 
quest the allocation and approve the plans and 
specifications. The bill defines a "state agency" 
as the agency authorized by law or designated by 
the governor to foster and encourage the develop- 
ment of airports. The distribution formula which 
will determine state quotas is based on population, 
total mileage of civil airways, and area. The bill 
would authorize an appropriation of $125,000,000. 
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PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) 
LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared by Alfred Bettman 


Can Questton of the Validity cf the Zoning be Test- 
ed by Direct Action in Court Without Gotng Through 
Board of Appeals?: 

Central Trust Company v. City of Cincinnati, 
Court of Appeals of Ohio, Hamilton County (February 
1939) 23 N. E. Reporter (2d) 450. The plaintiff 
brought an action to enjoin the city from interfer- 
ing with the use of plaintiff's premises for busi- 
ness purposes, such as would be permitted ina 
business "A" district, and from enforcing the or- 
dinance so far as it applied to the plaintiff's 
property in a residence district. 

The ordinance contained the customary provi- 
sion for appeals to the board of appeals for errors 
in refusal of permit and the variance-hardship 
clause. Plaintiff had not applied fora permit nor 
was there any particular building plan. Obviously 
the action was intended to place plaintiff's lot in 
another class of district. 

The Court found that the districting had been 
done in accordance with an intelligent application 
of zoning principles and could not be accused of 
being arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable, and 
therefore was not subject to revision by the court. 

The court seemed to say, however, that though 
the zoning itself could not be successfully at- 
tacked, the particular lot might be subject to such 
unwarranted hardships as to amount to confiscation, 
and held that if the plaintiff was seeking to make 
suchaclaim, he could not come into court until he 
had gone through the board of appeals. Consequent- 
ly the court refused the injunction. 

A bit of history with which the author of this 
note happens to be familiar, and which. does not ap- 
pear in the opinion, is this: The question of the 
zone boundary line was close; the planning commis- 
sion and the council feared the court's opinion 
might mean that it lay within the power of the board 
of appeals to change zone boundary lines or deter- 
mine the validity of the zoning; so before any de- 
cree in the case was entered, the change in the zone 
boundary line whichthe plaintiff desired was actu- 
ally made by council, together with certain steps 
which would guard against this change being extend- 
ed into neighboring properties, which the planning 
commission felt should be continued to be restrict- 
ed to non-commercial uses. 











Exlustong Automobile Junk Yard 
tng Ordinance Upheld: 

Pollack v. County of DuPage, Appellate Court 
of Illinois (October 1939), unreported. The action 
was for an injunction against the county's enforc- 
ing a provision of a county zoning ordinance 
against the use of certain property as an automo- 
bile junk yard. At one stage the case reached the 
Supreme Court of Illinois, which sent it over to 
the intermediate appellate court on the ground that 
no constitutional issue was raised. This could be 
interpreted as impliedly upholding the constitu- 
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tionality of county zoning as such, but no consti- 
tutional question was expressly decided. 

The statement of fact in the court's opinion 
is not sufficiently full to disclose just what the 
facts were; but so far as one can guess, plaintiff 
was claiming as a non-conforming user but failed 
to convince the court that he was a tenant of the 
property at the time alleged. So the case went off 
on factual rather than on legal questions. 


Isa Dog Hospital Within Word "Hospitals" in Zoning 
Ordinance? Principles Governing Irrevocability of 
Permit After Substantial Expenditures Under It: 

Crow v. Board of Adjustment of Iowa City, et 
al., Supreme Court of Iowa (October 1939), 288 N. 
W. Reporter 145. The appellant, a veterinary sur- 
geon, desired to purchase a lot and erect a build- 
ing which would contain a hospital for the treat- 
ment of dogs and other animals. The lot was ina 
residence district in which “hospitals and sanitar- 
iums" were permitted. Before buying the lot, he 
obtained an informal opinion from the city attorney 
and building commissioner that a permit could be is- 
sued for the proposed use. Thereupon he proceeded 
to buy the lot and formally applied for a permit. 
Upon the strength of city attorney's opinion, the 
permit was issued. The appellant then entered into 
a contract for the construction of his building, 
purchased materials and did some of the foundation 
work. At that stage the neighbors filed an appeal 
with the board of adjustment, which ruled in their 
favor and ordered revocation of the permit. Appel- 
lant then brought certiorari. The court ruled 
against him, and he appealed. The Supreme Court 
overruled the board and trial court and decided in 
appellant's favor. 

It held that no amount of work or expenditure 
based on an illegally issued permit would preclude 
revocation of the permit; but as the question of 
whether a dog hospital fell within the word "hos- 
pitals" in the ordinance was debatable, the permit 
could not be held to have been illegally issued. 











Temporary Permit Treated as A Variance: 

Burke v. Cohen, Supreme Court, Richmond Coun- 
ty, New York (July 1939), 13 N. ¥Y. Supplement (2d) 
984. The case was concerned with the issuance by 
the board of appeals of a temporary permit to op- 
erate and maintain a parking space on property lo- 
cated ina zone in which such use was not permitted. 
The permit was limited to the summer period of 
1939, the city (Long Beach) being a summer resort. 

The court seemed to be influenced by the con- 
sideration of the need in summer time of addition- 
al parking areas. The ordinance authorized the 
board of appeals to grant temporary permits for a 
period of two years or less for uses in contraven- 
tion of requirements of the ordinance. The ordi- 
nance also contained the variance-hardship clause. 
The court called the proposed use a temporary "va- 
riation." It is not quite possible to determine 
whether the permit was upheld under the variance 
clause or under the clause regarding temporary per- 
mits, which is obviously a special exception and 
not avariance clause. The court upheld the permit. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


A LONG TERM PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COAST 
HIGHWAY IN THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. 
City Planning Commission, County Planning Commis- 
sion, Citizens' Advisory Committee, San Diego, Cal- 
ifornia. February 1940. Mimeo. (A proposal for 
the improvement of the Pacific Highway, San Diego 
County, the principal road between San Diego and 
Los Angeles. The program suggests ultimate free- 
way construction but a series of prior stages in- 
volving voluntary cooperation and minor expendi- 
tures. The principal recommendations are by L. 
Deming Tilton. They are followed by comments from 
Glenn A. Rick, City Planning Engineer of San Diego, 
and Lorin W. Deewall, County Planning Engineer of 
San Diego County.) 


FIVE YEARS OF PLANNING, WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING 
COUNCIL, 1934-1939. Washington State Planning 
Council, Olympia, Washington; P. Hetherton, Execu- 
tive Officer. November, 1939. 33pp.mimeo. (This 
is areview of the recommendations made but not yet 
enacted into law and related recommendations and 
activities of the Council since its creation.) 


ADVANCE PROGRAMMING AND BUDGETING OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
William L. Parsons. A STUDY OF PUBLIC WORKS PRO- 
GRAMMING AT. WINCHESTER. William Stanley Parker. 
LONG RANGE PROGRAMMING AND BUDGETING OF MUNICIPAL 
PUBLIC WORKS. Melvin E. Scheidt. In proceedings 
of Twenty-Sixth Annual Planning Conference, Massa- 
chusetts Federation of Planning Boards, at Worces- 
ter, October 20, 1939; Frank H. Malley, Secretary 
of Executive Board, 43 City Hall, Boston. pp.68, 
69-73, 74-79, respectively. Bulletin No. 42. 


ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
ILLINOIS PLANNING CONFERENCE, DECATUR, ILLINOIS, 
MAY 9-10, 1939. Illinois State Planning Commis- 
sion, 407 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois; 
Henry L. Kellogg, State Planning Engineer. 1939. 
5lpp. (Contains anumber of interesting papers in- 
cluding the subjects of zoning and long-term capi- 
tal budgets.) 


ROADSIDE CONTROL THROUGH ZONING. L. Deming Tilton. 
In Civil Engineering, American Society of Civil 
Engineers, 33 West 39th Street, New York City. 
January 1940. pp.ll-14,illus. 50¢ per copy. (A 
discussion of the difficulties standing in the way 
of effective zoning and what steps should be taken 
to overcome then.) 


REEMPLOYMENT; Report of the Governor's Commission 
on Reemployment. Governor's Commission on Reem- 
ployment, 180 New Montgomery Street, San Francisco, 
California; J. R. Richards, Chairman. California 
State Printing Office, Sacramento. 1939. 95pp. 
(The report is acourageous statement regarding un- 
employment and what should be done to solve the 
problem. The first recommendation is for the cre- 
ation of a strong and active State Planning Board, 
a@ recommendation which will interest planners.) 
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PORTUNITIES IN MONTANA FOR MIGRATORY AND STRANDED 
FAMILIES. Montana State Planning Board, Montana 
Building, Helena; R.R. Renne, Consultant. October 
1939. 88pp.mimeo.maps,tables. (Although the nun- 
ber of migratory and stranded farm families in 
Montane seems small in comparison with the total 
in the United States, they present a problem. This 
report suggests arealistic program of regenerative 
projects which will contribute to the permanent 
rehabilitation of the families. Specific projects 
are suggested. WHB) 


EXISTING URBAN RESOURCES AND FACILITIES OF THE TEr- 
RITORY OF HAWAII. Territorial Planning Board, 
Honolulu, Hawaii; JosephF. Kunesh, Director. 1939. 
419pp.maps. 75¢. (Contains a number of excellent 
maps showing the public facilities and resources of 
Honolulu and other communities in Hawaii.) 


TEN YEARS OF PROFESSIONAL WORK, 1929-1939, OF Ak- 
CHITECT ENRIQUE ARAGON ECHEAGARAY. Sr. Echeagaray, 
Av. Popocatepetl No. 9, Mexico, D. F. 
beautifully prepared report showing the drawings 
of proposed and constructed buildings and struc- 
tures by this talented architect, who is respon- 
sible for some of Mexico's outstanding work.) 


STABILIZED METHOD OF FORECASTING POPULATION. Ber- 
nard D. Karpinos, United States Public Health Ser- 
vice. Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. 
C. 1940. 5¢. Public Health Reports. 


LAND POLICY REVIEW. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. January-February 1940 issue. 
63pp. (Of particular interest arethe items "Crisis 
in Missouri's Boot Heel," "78 Farmers Make a Map," 
and "The Migrants - III." The second item is an 
excellent example of how to make county planning 
effective.) 


LAND USE, SOIL CONSeRVATION AND WATER FACILITIES. 
E. H. Wiecking. In The Reclamation Era, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Washington, D. C. January 1940. pp. 
4-6,16-17. $1.00 per year. (How divisions of the 
Department of Agriculture cooperate with each other 
and with other governmental agencies in multiple- 
purpose planning and action prograns.) 





REPORT AVAILABLE FROM ASPO OFFICE 


LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLANNING. (See p. 16, February 
News Letter.) A committee on long-term financial 
planning of the Municipal Finance Officers' Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada submitted 
its report to the 1940 conference of the Associa- 
tion. 


planning programs developed in a number of cities 


in the U. S. and, in particular, the activities of 
planning agencies in developing these programs. 

Through the courtesy of the Association we 
have been provided with 200 copies of this report. 
They are available without charge to members of the 
Society as long as the supply lasts. 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT OF ECONOMIC Op. 
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